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|IT-Delhi fest
to have F1
_ car, foreign
music bands

NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 19

THIS year’s IIT-Delhi’s annual
cultural festival ‘Rendezvous’ be-
gins October 21 and apart from
the regular events, organisers are
ensuring that the Formula 1
Grand Prix frenzy is also felt on
the campus.

A footfall of over 40,000 stu-
dentsis expected at the 4-day fes-
tival.

“We have tied up with Red
Bulland they agreed to have one
of their cars displayed here,” said
Aamir Zeb, General Secretary of
the Board for Recreational and
Creative Activities. Red Bull’s
test driver, Daniel Ricciardo will

REI\IDZEOEVOUS

drive the F-1 car in IIT-Delhi on
October 22.

The roads at ITT-D are being
relaid for this and the entire cam-
pus already has a festive look.

‘Team Rendezvous’, students
managing the fest, have been us-
ing social networking sites like
Facebook to publicise the event,
The Facebook page for the event
had more than 10,000 hits in a
month.

“All the out-station students
participating in the fest will be ac-
commodated at the IIT hostels,”
said Dean of Students, Prof .
Shashi Mathur.

Another attraction for the fes-
tival this year is the five foreign
bands that will be performing.
Bands from France, Mexico, Is-
racl, Hungary and Sweden are
expected to enthrall the students,
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'COURSE CORRECTION

Criticized for falling

standards,

II'Ts

tweak JEE format

By PrasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

he Indian Institutes of

Technology (IITs) have
tweaked the format of next
year’s joint entrance examina-
tion (JEE) after being criticized
for falling standards by Infosys
Ltd chairman emeritus N.R.
Narayana Murthy.

Aspirants for a place in In-
dia’s elite engineering schools
will now have to score mini-
mum marks in each of three
subjects they are tested
in—physics, chemistry and
mathematics—as well as a
minimum aggregate to be con-
sidered for admission, the in-
stitutes said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The IIT-JEE is one of the
most competitive examina-
tions in the country, with just
two of every 100 candidates
qualifying for admission to the
15 IITs.

But Murthy, an IIT alumnus
himself, said on 3 October that
IIT graduates fare poorly in
jobs and overseas colleges. He
blamed the entrance process
and admission coaching cen-
tres, which he said prepare
candidates through rote learn-
ing, for the drop in standards,

Currently, students are
ranked on a merit list based'on
overall marks. Coaching cen-
tres often encourage students

to focus on any two subjects of
their choice, as even students
who are weak in one subject
can make the grade. But such
students come under pressure
once they get admitted, as well
as later in their careers.
“Obtaining a rank in IIT-JEE
2012 does not guarantee ad-
mission to any of the courses
available in IITs, IT-BHU and
ISM,
Dhanbad,”
said IIT Delhij,
which is or-
ganizing next
year's exami-
nation.
Besides the
15 IITs, the in-
formation
technology de-
partment  of
Banaras Hin-
du University
(IT-BHU) and

an OBC student must score at
least 9% in each subject and
31.5% aggregate to be on the
OBC rank list.

“For the first time, we are
making the cut-off list public
even before the entrance. The
predefined cut-off will be
made public through the ad-
mission brochures,” said S.K.
Chowdhury, chairman of the
JEE committee at IIT-Kanpur,

The move will give equal
weight to every subject, said a

"professor at IIT-Delhi. “We

have seen visible disparity in
the scoring pattern of many
students. The effect of coach-
ing centres can be reduced
now,” the professor added, re-
questing anonymity,

Some 485,000 students took
the JEE in the last academic
year, vying for around 10,000

seats. The next

WREEERTTERGAReE  CXAIMENation
IIT aspirants will
now have to score
minimum marks in

each of three
subjects—physies,
chemistry and ries. “Around
mathematics

will be con-
ducted on 8
April, 2012.
The change
may also help
ensute no
seats are left
vacant, espe-
cially in the re-
served catego-

300 seats go
vacant every

Indian School seses——————— Vcar and we

of Mines
(ISM), Dhanbad also select
students from JEE.

Under the new format, can-
didates must score at least 10%
in each subject and 35% over-
all to be considered for the
merit list.

Separate rank lists will be
prepared for students from
other backward classes
(OBCs), scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes as well as for
disabled students—but on the
same principle. For exarrwle.

heope this
change will also fill up these
seats,” said Chowdhury of IIT-
Kanpur.

Gaurav Mittal, who runs
DMC Tutorials and Quest
coaching centres, said the
change in JEE format won't
have much bearing on the way
they approach preparing stu-
dents.

“They are attacking the false
perception that coaching is a
must for entering IIT,” he add-
ed.
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[IT-JEE to have new marking rules

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 19

To eliminate those having
scored negative marks in
any of the subjects, the IIT-
JEE this year has made it
compulsory for the candi-
dates to score at least 10 per

cent in each subject and 35,

per cent in aggregate.
"Based on the perfor-
mance in IIT-JEE 2012, a
common rank list will be
prepared, Candidates must
score at least 10 per cent in
each subject and 35 per cent

in aggregate in order to be
in the common rank list,” a
statement issued by I1IT-
Delhi said.

TIME-Delhi director,
Ulhaas Vairagkar said,
“The step could have been
taken to eliminate those
candidates who score nega-
tive marks. There was an
instance when a candidate
was able to make it to the
IIT even though he had
scored negative marks in
chemistry because he
scored well in other sub-
jects. This step will ensure

Candidates must
score at least 10
per cent in each
subject and 35 per
cent in aggregate
inorderto bein
the common rank
iist

that the candidates have
basic understanding of

each subject.”

Separate rank lists will be
prepared corresponding to
OBC, SC, ST and physical-
ly-disabled candidates. The
new policy was evolved in
the joint admission board
meeting held on October 18
at IIT-Delhi.

Candidates of OBC must
score at least nine per cent
in each subject and 31.5 per
cent in aggregate, SC and
ST and physically-disabled
candidates must score at
least five per cent and 17.5
per cent in aggregate,

If a candidate belongs to
more than one rank lists,
he will be considered tobea
candidate of the list that he
qualifies.

Mr Vairagkar also said
that this is a misconception
that out of lakhs of candi-
dates who appear in IIT-
JEE, not more than 50 can-
didates score more than 50
per cent. Most of them
score around 35 per cent
only. So the decision of set-
ting minimum percentage
will help weed out non seri-
ous candidates.
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Score 10% per subject,
make it to IIT rank list

HT Correspondent

® htreporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE: For the first time ever,
students appearing for the
Indian Institute of Technology-
Joint Entrance Examination
(IT-JEE) wilt know exactly how
much they need to score to
make it to the rank list,

In a decision taken by the
IIT Joint Admission Board
(JAB) on Tuesday, students
will be required to score at
least 10% marks in three
science subjects — physics,
chemistry and mathematics—
in addition to scoring 35% marks
overall to be in the common
rank list.

Separate rank lists will be
prepared for OBC, SC and ST
categories.

Candidates of OBC category
need to score at least 9% in each
subject and 31.5% in aggregate

in order to be in the OBC rank
list, while those in SC and ST
categories must score at least
8% in each subject and 17.5% in
aggregate.

For the physically disabled,
the cut-off subject wise is 5%
and 17.5% aggregate. Earlier, the
cut-offs were decided only after
the papers were checked,

An average score of each
paper was worked out and that
become the cut-off for each
subject.

" “The move hasbeen made to
take pressure off of students.
Students keep fretting about
the section that is toughest,
wasting his/her time in the
process. The new policy will
enable students to focus on
their strengths after they
are sure to have cracked ques-
tions worth 10% marks,”
said GK Reddy, chairperson of
the JAB.
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- 35% the cut-off
for entry to IITs

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

: New Delhi: Candidates aspiring to erack JEE
! 2012 will have to score at least 10% marks in
i each of the three subjects and a minimum ag-
: gregate of 35% to figure on the common rank
i listfor admission toIITs.

: The Joint Admission Board (JAB) of IITs
i decided to fix the minimum marks required to
i crack JEE in a meeting on Tuesday.

; Last time, the minimum qualifying marks
i inJEE were worked outafter calculatingtheav-
: erage of marks scored by all the candidates
: whowrote theexam.

: According to JAB, the decision will make
: the system more transparent while making it
: easier toset their goals in

: theexamination.

: “Earlier, the minimum marks required to
: qualifyin JEE variedfromyeartoyearasitwas

i erybody who wrote the examination. So, the
i students did not really know the qualifying

: marks,” said professor G B Reddy, organizing :

: chairman, JEE 2012. ,

Headded, “Butnowthe candidates willhave
i an advantage. They may not be equally good in
: all subjects. So, they can work towards scoring
: atleast10% in the subject they are weak at and
: then work on their strengths.”

JEEhas two sections each having a paperin
: physics, chemistry and mathematics, Reddy
i said average score or the qualifying marks was
: alittleover 10% in JEE 2011.

PSUs to recruit
on GATE score

Manash Pratim Gohaln | NN

New Delhi: The maharatnaand the nqvrat-
na PSUs have decided to recruit fresh grad-
uates of various engineering colleges
based on their Graduate Aptitude Test in
Engineering (GATE)score from next year’s
placement season,

For example, the National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC), a maharatna
company, has written toengineeringcolleg-
essayingthey will recruit candidates based
on their GATE score, group discussions
and the interview and asked the institutes
toencourage students to appear for GATE.

The PSUs say this will make a qualita-

tive difference in
the recruitments

and that it will set a standardized process,

: but the engineering institutes are divided
: calculated as the average performance of ev-

over the matter. While confirming recruit-
ments will be based on GATE score, Deepna
Mehta, a spokesperson of NTPC, said;

“We won't conduct our own exams for
recruitment and will rely on GATE score

followed by GDs and interviews. Though,
: for the time being, we will continue our

campus visits, it will be restricted. This to
encourage recruitments based on GATE
score.” An HR official of Power Grid Corpo-

ration of India Limited, a navratna compa-
: ny, said, “Setting eligibility criteria based

on GATE score will ensure credibility and
give qualitative impetus to the process.”
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lIT-Roorkee still
to filean FIR in
cheating case

PBD BUREAU/PTI
NEW DELHI_OCT 19

e \l’-‘r_ 1""4::-

SIX months affer mass copy-

'ing came td light duting HT
entrance examination,
authorities are yet to file an
FIR in the case even after
orders of the Chairman,
Joint Admission Board.

The case of "copying and
providing assistance” to
some candidates appearing
for Joint Entrance
Examination for IITs came
to light in room S-0 at Gyani
Zail Singh College of
Engineering and
Technology which was one
of the centres in Bhatinda in
April 2011,

Even after orders by JAB
chief to file a police FIR in
the matter, IIT-Roorkee is
yet to take action onit.

Replying to an RT] appli-

1
v

b U

* 0

cation by one Vipin Gupta,
officiating registrar said,

* "FIR not lodged; Décisians |
!pending” He also said
' action taken report in the
* matter has A8t yet been pre-

pared and matter is under
investigation.

When contacted, JEE
incharge at I[IT Roorkee Prof
U P Singh said over phone
that no FIR has been lodged
in the matter.

The inquiry committee
constituted by the
Chairman of the Joint
Admission Board Sanjay G
Dhande, who is also
Director IIT-Kanpur, had
proved copying charges
and “"undesirable nexus
among college authorities,
certain invigilators and an

employee of the Gyani Zail
Singh College of
Engineering and

Technology.”
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MBA no

Fewer
Applicants
Points To Shift
In Preferences

Ahmedabad: The degree in
Master of Business Adminis-
tration (MBA), which was a
craze with most students in
the country till recently,
seems to have become passé.
An enquiry into the drop in
the rush of applicantsfor the
Common  Aptitude Test
(CAT) in the recent years has
revealed that students are no
more charmed by the pro-
gramme and have started
considering alternatives.

The number of CAT aspi-
rants kept rising every year
and peaked in 2008 when a to-
tal of 2.7 lakh students regis-
tered for the test. However
the number dipped steeply to
2.41lakh thenext year which
was a sharp break in the ac-
celerating figures of CAT
takers. The figure continued
to drop steeply in CAT-2010
when 2.04 lakh students reg-
istered for the test. This year,
the registration for CAT-2011
whichendedonOctober4had
atotalof 2.05]lakh candidates
registering.

Explaining the declining
trend of the demand for CAT
Biswaroop Padhi who has

Times of India Ahmedabad 19.10.11 P-2

longer the CAT’s whiskers of PG courses

Yogesh Chawda

NOT SO MANY TAKERS ANYMORE: Students emerge from an MBA entrance test

been preparing students for
entrance exams like CAT for
the past 7 years said, “The
overall aspiration to pursue
an MBA degree among stu-
dents has decreased as they
are uncertain of good place-
ments after the programme.
This phenomenon began in
2008 when MBA students
failed to get lucrative jobs.
For example two major sec-
tors which used to recruit

MBA students - telecom and
finance are not doing so well
asthey used to two yearsago.
So, most students are now
clearthatthey doan MBA on-
ly if they get admissiontoa
top rung institute which en-
suresagood placement.”
“This trend of less enthu-
siasm to study MBA has also
been reflected in MBA insti-
tutes in the state whose ad-
missions are based on GSAT.

While the number of GSAT
takers has increased in the
pastfew years, therehadbeen
around three thousand seats
lying vacant in various insti-
tutes in thestate. This clearly
shows that students have be-
come choosy aboutgoodman-
agement institute which
would ensure them job secu-
rity. A similar trend is also
visible in many other states
of the count

Candidates from other
disciplines just asefficient
Expressing similar views
director of PTIeducation Ah-
medabad Sameer Rai added a
few more points. Raisaid that
apart from the global eco-
nomicrecessionduetowhich

F‘ the placements for MBA stu-

dents have lost their lustre,
there is an increasing aware-
ness among students and in-
dustries that a person quali-
fied in other disciplines with
a good ication skill
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Fewer CAT aspirants in state

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Therewillbea
marginal decline in thenum-
ber of students giving
CAT-2011 in the state this
year. While 7,162 students
registered to appear in CAT-
2010 in the state, the figure
hasdeclined to6,900registra-

can perform as efficiently as
an MBA. “With the increas-
ing fees of the MBA pro-
grammes even in average in-
stitutes, students are
considering other options,”
saidRai.

However giving a slightly
different perspective to the
trend, amember of faculty at
M Lucknow Himanshu Rai
who was convener of
CAT-2010 said, “Iwould rath-
ersay thatthe number (2lakh
students) is a realistic num-
ber. Thisis thenumberof stu-
dents who understand, and
are clear with what the:
want.

“What happened in 2008
wasaneffectof thereportsof
very high salaries offered to
MBA students in the two pre-
ceding vears. This attracted
many students who thought
jobs and good salaries are
guaranteed through an MBA
degree. Now students are re-
alizingthat thisisnottrue.”

tions for CAT-2011.8

The tests for CAT-2001
will begin from Saturday
(October 22) and end in No-
‘vember 18,2011, The resultof
thetestwillbedeclaredonJa-
nuary1l,2012.

While there were three
test sites for CAT candidates
in the state last year there
will be only one test site this
year. The test will be held at

LJ Institute of MdlldngCnt
Studies near Sanand Cross-
roads inthecity.

In 2009 when CAT went
online for the first time, it
faced severe technical glitch-
es due to which tests of more
than a thousand students
had to be postponed and res-
cheduled.

“Theregistrationfor CAT
across the country has in-
creased marginally this year
from 2.04 lakh last year to
2.05lakh this year. 64 per cent
of these students are from a

Everything is on sched-
ule until now To ensure a
troublefree test this year, we
are in theprocessof conduct-
ing several test runs of the
systems,” faculty of IIM-Cal-

cutta and convener of
CAT-2011 Janakiraman
Moorthy.

¢ background, 15
per cent from commerce and
9.5 per cent from BBA while
therestarefromartsandoth-
er disciplines. Of total num-
berof students registeredfor
taking CAT this year 32 per
cent have a minimum of 6
monthsof work experience.”

Ahmedab: There will heamtal e‘i 131IMs

3,000 seats at 13 [IMs up for grabs thls year

- CAT.2011 will also be heldat three riew centres
Bhlla DehraDunand)ammm




LOW TRACTION FOR JOINT
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Uncertain payback, problem of plenty dog transnational education courses in India

KALPANA, PATHAK
Mumbai

ven as the Foreign Educa-
tional Institutions (Regula-
tion of Entry and Operations)
Bill, 2010, awaits clearance
in Parliament, a study has found there
are not many takers for transnational
education or joint degree programmes

inIndia. Joint degree programmes are %

offered in association with foreign uni-
versities crinstitutes.

The study by the Parthenon Group,
aconsulting firm specialising in busi-
ness strategy, says low returns onin-
vestment from transnational educa-
tion programmes in India resultin lack
of demand for these programmes.

“The course fee for a foreign degree
in India is much higher than that for a
local Indian degree. Graduatesin for-
eign degree/joint degree programines
donct earn higher salaries than those
from comparable private Indian de-
gree institutions. As aresult, the pay-
back period for foreign/joint degrees
is three times longer than that for lo-
cal degrees. No wonder, the pro-
grammes cannot achieve large scale,”
said Karan Khemka, partner,
Parthencn Group.

India already has more such pro-
grammes than any other country. A
study by the UK-India Education and
Research Initiative (UKIERT,) on for-
eign education providersin Indiain
2008 (the latest so far) suggested,
there were 140 Indian institutions
and 156 foreign education providers
engaged in collaberation. The total
number of collaborations was 225.
Each collaboration might have one
or more than one programme deliv-
eries. Thus, the total number of pro-
grammes that were collaboratively

delivered was numerically 635.
“Evenwithout the Bill, the oppor-
tunity to bring quality into the system
is already there. As per data collected
by us, transnational education pro-
grammes are not making nch of a dif-
ference and not many students are
signing up for these,” said Khemka.
The market for joint programmes
inIndiais $150 million — $90 million
for joint programmes and $60 million
for franchise ones. The number of stu-
dents enrolled on these programmes
i§ 35,000 — 21,000 in joint programmes
and 14,000 in franchise ones. Enrol-
ments are growing three-four per cent
ayear, far less than those of Indian de-

A STUDY BY THE PARTHENON

GROUP SAYS LOW RETURNS
on investment from transnational
education programmes result

in lack of demand for these

joint programmes

gree programmes.

The study by Parthenon shows stu-
dents worldwide usually choose cours-
es for which the maximum payback
period isthree years, preferably two.

“What we mean by payback peri-
odisthe salary arecent graduate will
getinthe first few years after com-

pleting the course. Let’s take Dart-
mouth as an example: The college fee
is around $160,000 and a graduate can
getasalary of around $60,000 ayear
immediately after graduation. There-
fore, the payback period is 2.6 years,
which most students consider rea-
sonable,” said Parthenon.

“Foreign uhiversities, such as
Monash in Malaysia, do relatively well
because their graduates speak much
better English than students who go
tolocal universities, and are able to
get abetter salary. In India, howev-
er, graduates of foreign universities
get a salary that is comparable to
graduates of local universities. There-
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fore, most Indian students choose a
course that is less expensive, but will
get them the same salary.”

While in Vietnam, the payback pe-
riod for a transnational education
programme versus the local degree
is four years, in India, it is 5.8 years.
In Brazil, Malaysia and Indonesia,
the comparative periodsare1.1,2.8
and 2.5 years, respectively. “Most
students enrol on foreign degrees be-
cause they feel they will be reward-
ed with higher salaries... we have
done research and spoken to em-
ployers. There is no evidence to sup-

1 port this,” project manager, UKIERI,

British Council India, said in the re-
port. An email sent to UKIERI did
notelicit any response,

Institutes admit the enrolment
growth for transnational education
programmes in India has been driven
by addition of new programmes,
“When we want to increase enrolment
at our institution, we add a new
course... we are aiming to triple our en-
rolment in three years. This will be
achieved by adding new courses,” said
director, G D Goenka World Institute.

“When institutions seek to grow
enrolment, they dose inorganically -
add new courses as opposed to look-
ing for new students to enrol on ex-
isting courses. When we put these
courses side by side with comparable
domestic courses, they turn out tobe
relatively small,” said Khemka.

An official from the human re-
source development ministry dis-
missed these findings. “The Bill has
nothing to do with enrolment
of transnational education pro-
grammes in India. It’s about bringing
quality institutes to India. How these
programmes fare will be seen after it
iscleared.”
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PSUs to recruit
on GAIE score

Manash Pratim Gohain | mis

New Delhi: Themaharainaand thenavrai-
na P8Us havedecided to recruit fresh erad-
uates of wvarious engineering colleges
bazed on their Graduate Aptitude Test in
Enginesring{GATE) score from next year's
placementseason.

For example, the Mational Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC), a maharaing
company haswritten to engineering colleg.
eszavingthevwill recruitcandidatesbased
on their GATE score, group discussions
and the interview and asked the institutes
to encourage students to appear for GATE.

The P&Us say this will make a qualita.

tive difference in

the recruitments
and that it will set a standardized process,
but the enginesring institutes are divided
over the matter. While confirming recruit-
mentswill be based on GATE score, Deepna
Mehta, a spokesperson of NTPC, said:

“We won't conduet our own exams for
recruitment and will rely on GATE score
followed by GDs and interviews, Though,
for the ttme being, we will continue our
campus visits, it will be restricted. This to
encourage recruitments based on GATE
score.” AnHR official of PowerGrid Corpao-
rationof India Limited. a naeratna compa-
ny, said, “Setting eligibility criteria based
on GATE score will ensure credibility and
give qualitative impetus to the process.”

Publin:a{:i-::n: The Tir_nes Of Incha Dn;lhi;Date: Dot 20, 2011, Section: Times City; Page: 7,
HC notice to varsity on promotion norms

New Delhi: Delhi high court
has aslked GuruGovind Singh
Indraprashtha  University
(GGRI to explain its differ-
enteriteriafor promotingstu-
dents pursuing professional
courses in colleges run by it
and those affiliated to it, Seek-

ing the explanation. a divi-
sion bench of Acting Chief
Justice A K Silori and Justice
Rajiv 8ahai Endlaw issued a
nofice to the university on a
plea by students accusing itof
adopting “irrationalecriteria®
forpromaoting students. e
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World Bank wants a piece of ‘Aakash’

MNCs keen on brlnglng cost of the tablet further down

TriBUNE News SERvICE

New DeLH, OcTOBRER 19
This time when Human
Resource Development Min-
ister Kapil Sibal went to the
US for the Indo-US$ education
summit, he was hailed most
for “Aakash”, world’s cheap-
est tablet which India
launched a fortnight ago.
Not just that, requests are
now pouring in from MNCs
which want to collaborate
with India to bring the cost

k& The World Bank not just asked fora
specimen, they also said they would see

‘A how to collaborate in the project for benefit

% of students across the world. { told them

that ‘Aakash’ was not just for Indian

students; it was for students of the world.yy

— Kapll Sibal, HRD Minister

of the tablet further down
from $ 35 and improve its
applications for student use.

So much so the World
Bank asked Sibal for a
piece of ‘Aakash’ to display

the same though its office.
“The World Bank not just
asked for a specimen, they
also said they would see
how to collaborate in the
project for benefit of stu-
dents across the world. 1
told them that ‘Aakash’
was not just for Indian stu-
dents; it was for students
of the world. The World
Bank has said it would talk
to the Internmational
Finance Corporation so
see how it can participate
in the project,” Sibal said

today. The IFC promotes
private investments,

Sibal added that the gov-
emnment was committed to
reducing the price of the
tablet and improve its speed.
“We had some companies
talking about improving the
tablet’s applications, = for
instance we have a 300
Mega Hz processor which
would be improved to
become an 800 Mega Hz
processor. We are expecting
a lot of good collaboration,”
Sibal said.

He said the feedback of
‘Aakash’ had not yet been
received even though some
students have been talking
about its poor applications,
especially over heating and

low battery life.
- “Tt is too early to get

responses,” the minister said.
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